WHAT IS A SCIENCE FAIR PROJECT?

A science fair project is an experiment that you conduct to answer a question.  The project may include a report, a model, a written procedure, a demonstration, and an EXPERIMENT. 

An experiment develops your hypothesis (best guess about the answer to your question) by following a procedure that you design.  During the process of performing the experiment you collect data (record measurements) from the tests (experiments) that you perform.  Your collection of data aids in drawing a conclusion about your experiment.  Your conclusion answers your question and proves your hypothesis (best guess) true or false.

STEPS FOR SUCCESS

· Choose a general topic that you wish to learn more about.  Examples of general topics are physics, chemistry, biology, botany, mathematics, earth science, etc.

· Narrow down your general topic.  If you choose the area of physics you might decide to study the best conductor of electricity.  
· Research your topic.  See the list of suggested sources in this booklet.

· Ask a question about your topic that you can answer by performing a simple experiment.

· Plan an experiment that will answer your question.

· Write out the procedure for the experiment that will answer your specific question.

· Gather the materials that you will need for your experiment.

· Perform your experiment.

· Record the data from your experiment in your log/journal.

· Analyze your data from your experiment.

· Draw a conclusion from your data.  Does the data answer the question that you asked about your topic?  Remember - It is perfectly correct to prove your best guess to be false.

· Plan your presentation of your experiment.  The presentation should include pictures of your experiment, a model of your experiment, your question in writing, a list of materials, some method of presenting your data such as a chart or graph, and your written conclusion.

· Assemble your presentation board.

